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THE  FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING 


- - OF  THE  - - 


®*1^MABAI  ® (fiRCLE  ® 


■ - FOR  THE  - - 


ELEVATION  OF  WOMEN  IN  INDIA 


Was  held  in  the  library  of  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Monday,  November 
1 2th,  1888,  at  4 p.m.  Mr.  Hamilton  Cassels  presided;  Rev. 
Hugh  Johnston  read  the  Secretary’s  report,  which  was  adopted; 
Mr.  S.  R.  Hart  read  the  Treasurer’s  report,  which  was  also 
adopted.  Rev.  D.  J.  Macdonnell  and  the  Rev.  Hugh  Johnston 
both  spoke  encouragingly  of  the  work,  and  of  their  sympathy 
with  it. 

Moved  by  Dr.  G.  Kennedy  and  seconded,  that  the  following 
be  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  : 

President — Mrs.  S.  Heward,  38  Peter  Street. 

Treasurer — Mrs.  S.  R.  Hart,  25  Wilcox  Street. 

Secretary — Miss  M.  E.  Carty,  221  Jarvis  Street. 


IN  presenting  the  first  report  of  the  “Toronto  Ramabai 
Circle  ” we  think  it  better  to  explain  the  reason  for 
holding  our  Annual  Meeting  now,  though  but  six 
months  have  passed  since  the  Pundita  Ramabai  visited  Toronto, 
and  we  listened  to  her  earnest  appeal  on  behalf  of  her  country- 
women in  India.  According  to  the  rules  governing  these  Circles 
they  are  auxiliary  to  the  Central  Board  in  Boston  and  are  desired 
to  send  their  reports  in  in  time  for  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Decem- 
ber. This  Central  Association  is  composed  of  a Board  of  Trustees 
and  an  Executive  Committee,  and  have  associated  with  them  an 
Advisory  Board  in  India  of  three  gentlemen,  one  a Professor  of 
Sanskrit  in  a College  in  Poona.  This  Association  was  formed 
after  a visit  of  Pundita  Ramabai,  and  the  latest  reports  received 
are  encouraging.  There  are  6o  Circles  auxiliary  to  this  Central 
Board,  and  the  amount  in  the  Treasurer’s  hands  is  as  follows  : 


For  General  and  Building  Fund  - 

$11,886 

00 

Annual  Subscriptions 

Life  Members’  Fees 

2.956 

57 

1,466 

00 

Scholarships 

1,700 

00 

One  Scholarship  paid  in  full 

1,000 

00 

Not  designated  by  Donors 

508 

00 

$19,516 

57 
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The  Pundita  Ramabai  is  now  in  California,  where  she  has 
met  with  a very  enthusiastic  reception,  and  feels  amply  repaid  for 
her  long  journey  and  fatigue  of  making  her  appeal  there  already 
fifty  times.  A Branch  Association  has  been  formed  there  which 
confidently  hopes  to  raise  $10,000  for  the  building  of  the  School, 
and  they  have  20  Circles  contributing  toward  the  annual  support. 
She  will  sail  for  India  this  month,  accompanied  by  a teacher 
who  is  most  satisfactory  to  both  the  Executive  Committee  and 
herself,  and  who  enters  upon  the  work  with  true  Christian  devo- 
tion to  the  cause.  In  a few  months  they  will  be  joined  by  another 
teacher  able  to  take  charge  of  an  industrial  department  where 
these  helpless  pupils  may  be  trained  as  designers,  modellers,  etc., 
thus  fitting  them  to  support  themselves  in  ways  which  at  present 
are  open  there  to  men  only.  The  school  will  be  near  Bombay, 
probably  at  Poona,  -the  religious  and  intellectual  centre  of  Mah- 
ratta  Province,  and  therefore  the  stronghold  of  superstition.  It 
will  take  about  two  years  to  erect  the  school  building,  and  in  the 
meantime  the  school  will  be  carried  on  in  such  temporary  quarters 
as  can  be  obtained.  In  regard  to  the  Circle  in  which  we  are 
immediately  interested  it  is  the  result  of  the  visit  of  the  Pundita 
to  Toronto,  when  she  addressed  a meeting  in  St.  James’  Square 
Church  and  in  her  simple,  direct  way  told  of  the  wretched  life  of 
these  child  widows.  It  was  followed  next  day  by  an  address  given 
by  her  in  the  Bishop  Strachan  School,  the  Principal  of  which  has 
for  many  years  been  interested  in  this  work.  At  the  close  of  this 
meeting  a Circle  was  formed  (though  no  officers  elected)  which 
has  since  joined  the  Toronto  Ramabai  Circle  and  added  23  to 
the  membership.  The  time  of  year  was  not  favorable  to  increas- 
ing our  numbers,  as  in  the  summer  people  are  scattered,  so  that 
most  of  the  work  has  been  done  this  autumn.  The  officers  who 
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are  the  Executive  Committee  after  consideration  decided  to 
place  collecting  books  in  as  many  of  the  congregations  as  pos- 
sible; II  have  been  so  placed.  We  have  now  145  ordinary  mem- 
bers, 23  life  members,  and  the  amount  in  Treasurer’s  hands  is 
$410.32.  Two  leaflets  have  been  published,  one  being  selections 
from  an  article  by  Professor  Max  Muller  on  the  Ramabai’s  work, 
the  other  an  account  of  her  life  and  aims.  Our  work  thus  far  has 
been  small,  but  we  hope  it  is  the  beginning  of  better  things,  and 
as  this  cry  for  help  comes  to  us  from  these  child-widows  in  their 
isolation  and  wretchedness  we  feel  it  to  be  a strong  incentive  to 
greater  diligence  and  renewed  consecration  that  we  may  assist  in 
making  the  lives  of  these  little  ones  for  whom  Christ  died, 
brighter,  better  and  more  Christ-like. 

MARY  E.  CAR  TV. 

Secretary. 


Toronto,  Nov.  12,  1888. 
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The  Ranjabai  Association,  as  organized,  is  “ to  aid  the  Pun- 
dita  Ramabai  in  establishing  and  maintaining  in  or  near  Poona, 
in  Southern  India,  a school  for  the  benefit  of  the  high  caste  child 
widow.”  This  long  cherished  wish  of  the  Ramabai  brought  her 
to  England  and  America.  After  arousing  public  attention,  she 
felt  that  next  in  importance,  as  well  as  next  in  the  order  of 
sequence,  was  a series  of  school  books  in  the  Marathi  language 
for  the  use  of  her  pupils.  No  such  complete  series  of  books  for 
girls  has  ever  been  prepared  in  India.  Dr.  Hunter,  President  of 
the  Government  Education  Commission,  which  visited  Poona  in 
September,  1882,  in  reply  to  Ramabai’s  address  delivered  in 
behalf  of  the  three  hundred  Brahmin  ladies,  who,  with  their 
children,  met  in  the  town  hall  to  welcome  the  Education  Commis- 
sion, said : “ He  believed  that  if  the  learned  lady  secretary 

(Ramabai)  would  prepare  girls’  school  books  which  were  really 
suitable,  they  would  be  translated  into  every  vernacular  through- 
out India.”  This  suggestion  of  the  President  of  the  Education 
Commission  is  now  in  process  of  literal  fulfilment.  No  sooner 
was  a large  sale  of  “ The  High  Caste  Plindu  Women  ” assured, 
than  Ramabai  resolved  to  dedicate  the  entire  proceeds  to  the 
preparation  of  her  school  books.  The  best  stock  of  electrotypes 
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within  her  means  in  the  market  have  been  carefully  and  repeatedly 
examined,  and  those  illustrations  have  been  selected  by  the  author 
which  can  best  help  her  eloquent  pen  tell  to  the  imprisoned  child 
widows  the  marvellous  stories  of  God’s  beautiful  world.  The 
series  comprise : 


I Primer, 

5 Reading  Books, 
I Geography, 

I Natural  History. 


The  printing  of  the  books  is  necessarily  deferred  until  India 
shall  be  reached,  on  account  of  the  Marathi  type.  Only  the 
proceeds  of  “ The  High  Caste  Hindu  Women  ” are  available  for 
this  work,  and  upon  its  sale  will  depend  the  fate  of  the  Marathi 
school  books. 

It  was  Ramabai’s  wish  that  three  teachers  should  be  engaged 
to  go  with  her  to  India — a teacher  in  literature,  a technical  teacher 
in  drawing,  designing,  etc.,  and  a Kindergarten  teacher.  The 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  at  Boston  were  empowered  to 
engage  these  teachers.  Among  the  first  applications  was  that  of 
Miss  Demmon,  who  was  teaching  in  a private  school  in  Philadel- 
phia, a thoroughly  Christian  woman.  She  sailed  November  17th, 
1888,  from  New  York,  by  way  of  England,  for  Bombay,  where 
she  will  be  the  guest  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Fairbanks,  until  joined  by 
the  Pundita  Ramabai. 

It  was  thought  better  to  defer  the  selection  of  other  teachers 
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until  Ramabai  reached  India,  and  her  school  is  somewhat 
organized. 

The  Pundita  sailed  from  San  Francisco  November  28th,  for 
India,  in  excellent  health  and  spirits;  full  of  courage  and  hope. 
In  one  of  her  last  letters  she  writes  of  the  future:  “You  ask 
if  I have  any  doubt  about  my  reception  in  India.  I do  not 
know  and  I will  not  try  to  guess  at  it.  I only  ask  for  divine  aid 
in  strengthening  me  to  be  ready  for  and  accept  whatever  may  be 
waiting  for  me  with  cheerful  mind.” 
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LIFE  MEMBERS. 


Chas.  Cockshutt 

. . 34  Wellington  St.  W 

Mrs.  C.  C.  Heward 

...  38  Peter  St 

W.  E.  Middleton 

. . . 106  St.  Patrick  St 

Hamilton  Cassels 

...  31  Cecil  St 

Mrs.  J.  K.  Kerr 

. . Queen’s  Park 

. 10  00 

Mrs.  Edward  Blake.. ; . . . 

..  397  Jarvis  St 

Mrs.  John  Kerr  

. 235  Jarvis  St  

Mrs.  Daniel  Lamb  

. . 130  Winchester  St.  . . 

Mrs.  Emmeline  E.  Thomas. . . 

. . . 119  Beverley  St 

Miss  Mary  E.  Carty.  ... 

. . .221  Jarvis  St 

Mrs.  Robt.  McClain 

. . . 507  Church  St 

Mrs.  B.  H.  Dixon 

. . .Homewood,  Wellesley  St 

Miss  Jarvis  

..  50  Isabella  St 

Mrs.  J.  L.  Brodie 

. . .413  Sherbourne  St 

...  10  00 

Mrs.  W.  R.  Brock 

...  78  Bond  St 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Howitt  .... 

. . .90  Carlton  St 

H.  C.  Howard 

. . 49  Homewood  Avenue 

LIFE 

MEMBERS-Half  Paid. 

Mrs.  Sills 

. . . 397  Sherbourne  St 

$5  00 

Mrs.  Thos.  Stewart 

. . . Napanee 

Mrs.  John  Jacques 

...  90  Beverley  Street . 

5 00 

Mrs.  Milburn 

. . .419  Sherbourne  St 

5 00 

Mrs.  H,  E.  Clarke 549  Jarvis  St 5 00 

Mrs.  Robt.  Wilkes 88  Bloor  St.  E 5 00 


ORDINARY  MEMBERS. 

Mrs.  Mary  Y.  Cassels 31  Cecil  St 

Mrs.  Melita  Hector 6 Ross  Street 

James  Smith 20  Queen  St.  W 

J.  McD.  Duncan Knox  College 

Mrs.  James  Gooderham 166  Carlton  St 

Mrs.  Ewart Rossin  House 

Mrs.  Henderson  Cobourg  2 years 

Mrs.  Brimer 210  Yonge  St 

Mrs.  D.  J.  Macdonnell 75  Simcoe  St 2 years 


$i  00 
I 00 
I oo 
I 00 
I 00 

1 00 

2 00 

1 00 

2 00 
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ORDINARY  MEMBERS-Continued 


Mrs.  S.  R.  Hart 25  Wilcox  St $ 

Mrs.  Z.  A.  Lash 13  Grosvenor  

Miss  McMichael 46  St.  Patrick  St 

Miss  Wylie 37  St.  Mary  St 

Mrs.  Todhunter 85  Wellesley  St 2 years 

Miss  Crawford 148  St.  George  St 

Mrs.  R.  Brown 412  Jarvis  St 

Mrs.  Wm.  Willmott  46  Bond  Street  

Mrs.  John  Hillock. . . 25  Wilton  Crescent 

Mrs.  Verner 245  Parliament  St 

Mrs.  J.  I.  Davidson 65  St.  George  St 

Mrs.  Geo.  Bell 52  St.  George  St  

Mrs.  W.  S.  Stuart 183  Spadina  Ave 

Mrs.  E.  Maclaurin 597  Spadina  Ave 

Mrs.  J.  Turnbull Hamilton 

C.  Eden  Heward 38  Peter  Street 

Miss  Mabel  A.  Heward “ “ 

Mrs.  F.  Wyld 513  Jarvis  St 

Mrs.  A.  F.  Webster 262  Huron  St .- 

Mrs.  Walter  Heming • • - 45  D’Arcy  St 

Miss  J.  Gunn 283  Dovercourt  Road 

Miss  M.  Gunn “ “ 

Miss  L.  Dickenson “ 

Mrs.  Freeman 67  St.  George  St 

Mrs.  Williams “ “ 

Mrs.  Buchan 129  Victoria  St 

Miss  Ellen  Elliot 129  “ 

Miss  Grace  M.  Walker 256  “ 

W.  M.  Milligan.  231  Queen  St.  W 

Miss  Mary  Cassels 708  Sherbrooke  St.,  Montreal  .... 

Miss  Milly  Spence 7 St.  Patrick  St 

Mr.';.  S.  W.  Cornell 28  Cecil  St 

Mrs.  Cook  176  King  St.  West  

Mrs.  A.  K.  Roy 40  Cecil  St 

Miss  Brotherston Cobourg 

Mrs.  Perrott “ 

Mrs.  John  Cameron 37  St.  Vincent  St 

Mrs.  H.  H.  Fudger 208  Carlton  St 

Mrs.  Barnett . . 54  Gloucester  St 

Mrs.  E.  Fudger 3 Rose  Ave 


I 00 
I 00 
I 00 

1 00 

2 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I GO 
I GO 
I GO 
I GO 
I GO 
I OG 
I GG 
I GG 
I OG 
I GO 
I GO 
I GO 
I GO 
I GO 
I GO 
I GO 
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ORDINARY  MEMBERS-Continued 


Rev.  T.  R.  O’Meara Wycliffe  College $ 

Mrs.  T.  Mortimer  2i  Bellevue  Ave 

H.  Mortimer,  Jr 225  Spadina  Ave 

Mrs.  S.  H.  Mortimer “ “ 

Miss  J.  R.  Agnew 283  Dovercourt  Road 2 years 

Miss  Cecilia  Strauchan 118  King  St.  West 

Mrs.  McMurrich 7 Peter  St 

Mrs.  Jas.  Scott 80  Carlton  St 

^ Mrs.  Winnett 51  Simcoe  St 

Mrs.  Burns  ...  222  Simcoe  St 

Mrs.  Wanless Spadina  Ave.  and  Bloor  St 

Mrs.  S.  Duncan  Clark 225  St.  George  St 

Mrs.  Clarke  Steele George  St 

Mrs.  Maud  Cassels i Wellesley  Place 

Dr.  George  Kennedy 137  Bloor  St.  W ....  . 

Mrs.  G.  M.  Rose 97  St.  Joseph  St 

Mrs.  S.  Kennedy 137  Bloor  St.  W 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Hamilton. 194  Jarvis  St 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Bertram 188  Beverley  St 

Mr.  S.  C.  Smoke Watson,  Thorne  & Smoke 

Unitarian  Sunday  School,  (5  members) 

James  Cr^jg  ...  • • • 55  Nelson  St 2 years 

Mrs.  John  Bertram 200  St.  George  St 

E.  S.  Brown Gutta  Percha  & Rubber  Mfg.  Co.. . . 

Mrs.  S.  M.  Sanderson 82  Bond  St 

Mrs.  J.  D.  King 390  Jarvis  St : 

Mrs.  A.  T.  Bowser 582  Church  St 

Mrs.  James  Swift 53  Huntley  St 

S.  H.  Clark P.  O.  box  249 

Miss  Clarke 549  Jarvis  St 

Miss  F.  Clarke “ “ “ 

Mrs.  Wilkes 84  Gloucester  St 

Miss  Massey 433  Jarvis  St 

Mrs.  George  Kerr,  Jr 34  Charles  St 2 years  ; 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Rose 53  Wellesley  St : 

Mrs.  J.  B.  Willmott 46  Bond  St 1 

Mrs.  Wm.  Beatty .172  Jarvis  St 1 

Miss  M.  Wilkes 84  Gloucester  St i 

Mrs.  Bartlett 49  Wellesley  St 1 

Miss  Jessie  A.  Brodie 413  Sherbourne  St i 

Miss  M.  Shortreed 218  Jarvis  St 1 


I 00 
I 00 
I 00 

1 00 

2 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 

1 00 
5 00 

2 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
I 00 
1 00 
I 00 
I 00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 
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ORDINARY  MEMBERS-Continued 


Mrs.  Oliver 

Mrs.  F.  Eby 

Mrs.  Thos,  West 

Mrs.  Robert  Simpson . . 

Miss  Sibbald 

Mrs.  Cayley 

Miss  Cayley 

Miss  M.  Cayley 

Mrs.  Broughall 

Mrs.  Strachan 

Mrs.  J.  Cartwright 

Miss  Cartwright 

Miss  Dora  Boulton 

Miss  bheppard 

Miss  C.  Sheppard 

Mrs.  McNab 

Mrs.  S.  R.  Fuller 

Miss  Wilgress 

Mrs.  W.  Cassels 

Miss  R.  Y.  E.  Grier . . . , 

Miss  T.  L.  Grier 

Miss  F.  E.  Carroll. . . . 

Miss  C.  Fair 

Miss  M.  Newman 

Miss  M.  A.  Smith 

Mrs.  J.  C.  Kemp 

Mrs.  Vandersmissen . . . 
Miss  L.  M.  Pocock. . . . 
Miss  C.  A.  B.  Ridley.. 

Miss  B.  Hevenor 

Miss  F.  Walker 

Miss  M.  Falkiner 

Miss  E.  G.  Thomas . . . , 

Miss  E.  Hamilton 

Miss  E.  Middleton. . . . , 

Miss  E.  Marling 

Miss  L.  Macmillan . . . . 

Miss  E.  Clark 

MissJ.  Bell 

Miss  M.  White 

Miss  M.  Montizambert 


.212  Ontario  St $i  00 

. 122  Bloor  St.  W I 00 

. 197  Carlton  St 1 00 

. 54  Bloor  St.  E I 00 

, Eildon  Hall,  Sutton  West i 00 

The  Rectory,  John  St i 00 

. “ “ “ “ I 00 

“ “ I 00 

.St.  Stephen’s  Rectory i 00 

.232  Richmond  St.  W i 00 

. 189  College  St I 00 

. “ “ “ 1 00 

. 152  John  St I 00 

,72  Bellevue  Ave 2 years  2 00 

. “ “ “ 1 00 

.53  Beverley  St i 00 

. College  Street i 00 

. Cobourg 1 00 

.84  Grosvenor  St i 00 

.Bishop  Strachan  School ..  i 00 

.238  McCaul  St I 00 

.Bishop  Strachan  School i 00 

. Moulton  Ladies’  College  i 00 

.Bishop  Strachan  School i 00 

. Stratford i 00 

.33  St.  Vincent  St i 00 

. 8 Surrey  Place i 00 

. Lausanne,  Switzerland i 00 

, Hamilton i 00 

, . Salamanca,  N.  Y i 00 

.4237  Indiana  Ave.,  Chicago i 00 

.Belleville,  Ont i 00 

. “ I 00 

.Hamilton,  Ont i 00 

, . Oshawa,  Ont i 00 

. 199  Carlton  St i 00 

. Oshawa,  Ont i 00 

. . Sarnia,  Ont i 00 

, . Carleton  Place,  Ont i 00 

I 00 

. .71  St.  Ursula  St.,  Quebec i 00 
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ORDINARY  MEMBERS-Continued 

Miss  Sewell Miss  Veals’  School. $i  oo 

Miss  Veals . . 48  Peter  St i 00 

Mrs.  James  Alexander 31  Peter  St 2 years  2 00 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Richardson..  46  St.  Joseph  St i co 

Mrs.  John  Kay Wellington  and  Peter  Sts i 00 

Mrs.  A.  Smith 257  Jarvis  St i 00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  McCurdy  384  Spadina  Ave i 00 

Miss  Amy  Howitt . .90  Carlton  St i 00 

Mrs.  Plain Ontario  St i 00 

Miss  Lockhart 40  College  St i 00 


DONATIONS. 

Miss  Peel,  2 Spadina  Road. $i  00 

Mrs.  J.  Rogers i 00 

Mrs.  C.  Rogers i 00 

Miss  J.  F.  Inglis,  65  Sleeker  St i 00 

Mrs.  Walter  Sterling i 00 

Mrs.  F.  Wilson i 00 

Mrs.  Williams i 00 

Miss  M.  B.  Williams i 00 

Mrs.  J.  Hutchinson i 00 

Mrs.  John  Donogh ; i 00 

Mrs.  E.  K.  Scoley i 00 

Miss  Chilon i 00 

Rev.  W.  E.  Green i 00 

Mrs.  E.  Monahan . . . . i 00 

Mrs,  Roberts i 00 

Mrs.  Brodie i 00 

Miss  Lumsden i 00 

A Friend,  per  Mrs.  Clarke  Steele ...  i 00 

Mr.  A.  V.  Delaporte,  308  Jarvis  St 5 00 

Mrs.  Barrick i 00 

Mrs.  Thom i 00 

Mrs.  McLean  i 00 

Miss  McMurtry,  Bowmanville 3 45 

Mrs.  Henderson,  2 Wellesley  Place 5 o® 

Young  ladies  at  Miss  Veals’  School 2 00 

Collection  at  Bishop  Strachan  School  in  May  last .20  87 


T reasurer’s 
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TORONTO  RAMABAI  CIRCLE 


Copy  of  letter  from  Mrs.  M.  C.  Whitman,  Editor  of  the  “ Pundita 
Ramabai  ” department  of  the  Lend  a Hand  Monthly  Maga- 
zine, published  in  Boston,  Mass. 


Boston,  Nov.  28th,  1888. 

DEAR  MISS  CARTY:— 

Dr.  Hale  has  referred  your  note  to  me  as  one  of  the  Committee 
and  also  as  the  one  who  has  charge  of  the  Ramabai  reports. 

Occasionally  we  have  some  one  object  to  the  school  on  the 
ground  of  which  you  speak,  but  the  majority  of  people  unite  on 
the  broad  foundation  of  the  school.  Ramabai,  whom  I know 
personally  and  intimately,  is  a sincere  Christian  woman,  and  her 
great  desire  is  to  bring  her  sisters  where  she  stands.  She  knows 
the  ground  well.  She  understands  the  prejudices  better  than  we 
can.  She  knows  that  the  Bible  forced  on  them  will  defeat  her 
ends.  She  will  have  the  Bible  in  her  school  and  will  lead  her 
pupils  to  read  it.  She  is  convinced  that  once  she  gets  it  into 
their  hands  willingly  they  will  accept  it,  and  she  never  loses  sight 
of  that  one  thing. 

Ramabai  is  truthful  as  daylight,  and  she  means  to  Christianize 
these  women  or  she  will  never  feel  that  her  school  is  a success. 
There  is  no  need  for  her  to  say  so  to  them,  as  then  they  would 
never  enter  the  school. 

I am  glad  your  Circle  is  doing  so  well.  I wish  each  member 
would  try  to  start  an  interest  elsewhere. 

Always  sincerely  yours. 


MINNIE  C.  WHITMAN 


